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DECLARATION
The Declaration of movement

INTRODUCTION

To all of us, born in 1989, being European citizens means movement.

Movement can cover many different concepts and terms: mobility, development, exchange of knowledge, flexibility,
tolerance and choice. As countries are opening their borders, likewise people should open their minds.

In order to move and to progress, one needs to know one’s origins and one needs a common aim: we would like to
offer our children a European future that will not allow nations, cities, friends and families to be separated again.

In this declaration we are going to focus on two main points: education and participation in the European Union.
We believe that these points will be of crucial importance for the future of the European Union.

EDUCATION

We strongly believe that a good education is of the utmost importance in order to guarantee a prospering future for
the European Union. Therefore, we want to point out the following ideas:

- By acknowledging the motto “United in Diversity” we strongly support crossing of cultural borders.

- We, as the Generation 89, emphasise the promotion of intercultural education through the learning of
different European languages and the understanding of different cultures.

- Our overall aim is to promote tolerance among Europeans. Therefore, we stress the need for open-
mindedness towards all social groups surrounding us. Everyone should be treated equally regardless of his/her
origin, social background and/or physical or mental health/disabilities.

- We emphasise the importance of alternative methods of non-formal education in order to support/reinforce
an active democratic civil society.

- Furthermore, we want to highlight the importance of encouraging life-long learning through the dialogue
between generations.

- In order to implement these ideas into our national educational systems, we suggest creating a new school
subject - “European Studies”. This subject would cover all topics mentioned above.

- Moreover we want to underline the fact that these ideas shall not only be directed at young people, but
rather for all citizens of the European Union.

- Allin all, we strongly encourage the knowledge sharing a co-existence between representatives of different
cultures, ages, nationalities, levels of education and social status, since we believe sharing plays an essential
role for our continuing development

- Finally, we suggest a more intense promotion of the European Broadcast Union and European
Newsletters. These can be used as real means of informing citizens about the impact of the EU's (actions) upon
our everyday life.

- Nevertheless we do realise that while pursuing the goals set out above we shouldn't neglect regional
cultural identities. The goal is a common European culture that has respect for others, while actively preserving the
unique character of each region.



PARTICIPATION
In order to enhance participation of young people towards the European Union we suggest that:

- European citizens should be given the opportunity to access daily news on the issues covered at the
European level.

- The European Youth should be given the opportunity to report on European parliamentary and other
European institutional affairs and to impart them by diverse means of communication closer to the Youth, such as
social networking.

- Sessions on the responsibility of an active European citizenship should be made available in schools and
universities across Europe, enabling students to come into contact with NGOs and other institutions responsible for
the promotion of European projects.

- The European Union may want to introduce new incentives to promote awareness about the responsibility
of the Youth and the opportunities they have in participating in decision-making through the channel of voting.

- The European Union should develop new ideas and projects in schools engaging children in European
affairs on a regular basis. These new ideas would be dispersed through innovative ways of campaigning and
advertising.

- The European Union should emphasize the use of internet and recognize its potential as a new platform of
communication and therefore assure an unrestricted access according to the liberty of speech, guaranteed by
every EU member state, in order to promote citizens’ active participation.

This Declaration has been made by young Europeans, born in 1989, from Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech
Republic, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Romania and the United Kingdom.
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